
Have you ever failed the Lord? What was the object of your faith? 

Today’s Sermon: 12 Spies, 10 failed, 2 survived 

The Journey starts with Love, Continues with Faith, and Ends in Victory 

Agape Love displayed, Natural faith and False Faith, Unbelief, Important Faith Truths 

Text: [Num 13:17-19 KJV] 17 And Moses sent them to spy out the land of Canaan, and said unto 

them, Get you up this [way] southward, and go up into the mountain: 18 And see the land, what it [is]; 

and the people that dwelleth therein, whether they [be] strong or weak, few or many; 19 And what the 

land [is] that they dwell in, whether it [be] good or bad; and what cities [they be] that they dwell in, 

whether in tents, or in strong holds; 

Overview 

God promised to drive out the people from the land they were to inherit. 

Israel Complained Often After Egypt. Where was their faith? 

What was the Object of Israel's Faith? 

Value of Mediators 

God is God. He is not Human. He is Supernatural.  

The Promise for Israel 

[Exo 23:20-21, 27-31 KJV] 20 Behold, I send an Angel before thee, to keep thee in the way, and to 

bring thee into the place which I have prepared. 21 Beware of him, and obey his voice, provoke him 

not; for he will not pardon your transgressions: for my name [is] in him. ... 27 I will send my fear 

before thee, and will destroy all the people to whom thou shalt come, and I will make all thine 

enemies turn their backs unto thee. 28 And I will send hornets before thee, which shall drive out the 

Hivite, the Canaanite, and the Hittite, from before thee. 29 I will not drive them out from before thee in 

one year; lest the land become desolate, and the beast of the field multiply against thee. 30 By little 

and little I will drive them out from before thee, until thou be increased, and inherit the land. 31 And I 

will set thy bounds from the Red sea even unto the sea of the Philistines, and from the desert unto 

the river: for I will deliver the inhabitants of the land into your hand; and thou shalt drive them out 

before thee. 

Israel Complained Often. Where was their faith?  

• Red Sea: The Israelites feared Pharaoh's army would destroy them  

[Exo 14:11-12 KJV] 11 And they said unto Moses, Because [there were] no graves in Egypt, hast 

thou taken us away to die in the wilderness? wherefore hast thou dealt thus with us, to carry us 

forth out of Egypt? 12 [Is] not this the word that we did tell thee in Egypt, saying, Let us alone, that 

we may serve the Egyptians? For [it had been] better for us to serve the Egyptians, than that we 

should die in the wilderness. 

Where was Israel’s Faith? 

Israel had seen the 10 miracles from God as He set Israel free from Egypt. Water turned to blood, 

frogs, gnats, flies, Livestock died, boils, hail, locusts, darkness, and death of the firstborn sons. 



What was the object of Israel’s faith? 

Moses was a great man of God but he should not have been the object of their faith 

• Golden calf: Aaron led the Israelites in making a golden calf  

[Exo 32:1, 4 KJV] 1 And when the people saw that Moses delayed to come down out of the mount, 

the people gathered themselves together unto Aaron, and said unto him, Up, make us gods, which 

shall go before us; for [as for] this Moses, the man that brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we 

wot not what is become of him. ... 4 And he received [them] at their hand, and fashioned it with a 

graving tool, after he had made it a molten calf: and they said, These [be] thy gods, O Israel, 

which brought thee up out of the land of Egypt. 

Where was Israel’s and Aaron’s faith? 

God had worked miracles in Egypt. They had walked through the middle of the Red Sea and 

watched the army of Egypt be destroyed by the water from the Red Sea. 

What was the object of their faith? 

It was no longer Moses. They needed another object. 

• Kadesh: The Israelites refused to accept Joshua and Caleb's good news and wished for death  

[Num 13:1-3, KJV] 1 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 2 Send thou men, that they may 

search the land of Canaan, which I give unto the children of Israel: of every tribe of their fathers 

shall ye send a man, every one a ruler among them. 3 And Moses by the commandment of the 

LORD sent them from the wilderness of Paran: all those men [were] heads of the children of 

Israel. 

[Num 13:27-28, 30-33 KJV] 27 And they told him, and said, We came unto the land whither thou 

sentest us, and surely it floweth with milk and honey; and this [is] the fruit of it. 28 Nevertheless the 

people [be] strong that dwell in the land, and the cities [are] walled, [and] very great: and moreover 

we saw the children of Anak there. ... 30 And Caleb stilled the people before Moses, and said, Let us 

go up at once, and possess it; for we are well able to overcome it. 31 But the men that went up with 

him said, We be not able to go up against the people; for they [are] stronger than we. 32 And they 

brought up an evil report of the land which they had searched unto the children of Israel, saying, The 

land, through which we have gone to search it, [is] a land that eateth up the inhabitants thereof; and 

all the people that we saw in it [are] men of a great stature. 33 And there we saw the giants, the sons 

of Anak, [which come] of the giants: and we were in our own sight as grasshoppers, and so we were 

in their sight. 

Where was the faith of the 10 leaders? 

They had been fed manna for 40 years and given quail as meat. Twice water from a rock quenched 

their thirst. They had defeated two kings with the Lord’s help. 

What was the object of their faith? 

Was their faith coming from their own abilities? 

The People Rebel 



[Num 14:1-6, 8-10 KJV] 1 And all the congregation lifted up their voice, and cried; and the people 

wept that night. 2 And all the children of Israel murmured against Moses and against Aaron: and the 

whole congregation said unto them, Would God that we had died in the land of Egypt! or would God 

we had died in this wilderness! 3 And wherefore hath the LORD brought us unto this land, to fall by 

the sword, that our wives and our children should be a prey? were it not better for us to return into 

Egypt? 4 And they said one to another, Let us make a captain, and let us return into Egypt. 5 Then 

Moses and Aaron fell on their faces before all the assembly of the congregation of the children of 

Israel. 6 And Joshua the son of Nun, and Caleb the son of Jephunneh, [which were] of them that 

searched the land, rent their clothes: ... 8 If the LORD delight in us, then he will bring us into this land, 

and give it us; a land which floweth with milk and honey. 9 Only rebel not ye against the LORD, 

neither fear ye the people of the land; for they [are] bread for us: their defence is departed from them, 

and the LORD [is] with us: fear them not. 10 But all the congregation bade stone them with stones. 

And the glory of the LORD appeared in the tabernacle of the congregation before all the children of 

Israel. 

The Mediator: Moses Pleads to the Lord 

[Num 14:11-19 KJV] 11 And the LORD said unto Moses, How long will this people provoke me? and 

how long will it be ere they believe me, for all the signs which I have shewed among them? 12 I will 

smite them with the pestilence, and disinherit them, and will make of thee a greater nation and 

mightier than they. 13 And Moses said unto the LORD, Then the Egyptians shall hear [it], (for thou 

broughtest up this people in thy might from among them;) 14 And they will tell [it] to the inhabitants of 

this land: [for] they have heard that thou LORD [art] among this people, that thou LORD art seen face 

to face, and [that] thy cloud standeth over them, and [that] thou goest before them, by day time in a 

pillar of a cloud, and in a pillar of fire by night. 15 Now [if] thou shalt kill [all] this people as one man, 

then the nations which have heard the fame of thee will speak, saying, 16 Because the LORD was 

not able to bring this people into the land which he sware unto them, therefore he hath slain them in 

the wilderness. 17 And now, I beseech thee, let the power of my Lord be great, according as thou 

hast spoken, saying, 18 The LORD [is] longsuffering, and of great mercy, forgiving iniquity and 

transgression, and by no means clearing [the guilty], visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the 

children unto the third and fourth [generation]. 19 Pardon, I beseech thee, the iniquity of this people 

according unto the greatness of thy mercy, and as thou hast forgiven this people, from Egypt even 

until now. 

The Lord Pardons but there are Consequences. God will always be God 

[Num 14:20-24 KJV] 20 And the LORD said, I have pardoned according to thy word: 21 But [as] truly 

[as] I live, all the earth shall be filled with the glory of the LORD. 22 Because all those men which 

have seen my glory, and my miracles, which I did in Egypt and in the wilderness, and have tempted 

me now these ten times, and have not hearkened to my voice; 23 Surely they shall not see the land 

which I sware unto their fathers, neither shall any of them that provoked me see it: 24 But my servant 

Caleb, because he had another spirit with him, and hath followed me fully, him will I bring into the land 

whereinto he went; and his seed shall possess it. 

What is the Object of Your Faith? 

Make Jesus the Object of your Faith 

What are you doing to Strengthen your Faith 

Is your greatest ambition to learn more about Jesus? 


