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How many of us Think Ahead? 

Anna’s Story (2019): In my sin, I allowed my fear to control me and take the place of God in my heart, 

attempting to use work, hobbies, and even sleep as escapes, rather than bringing my fears before the 

Lord and trusting Him with my future. I placed my sense of purpose in my future career; therefore, my 

indecision and hesitancy regarding my career left me feeling empty. I needed to “set [my] mind on 

things that are above, not on things that are on earth” 

[Col 3:1-2 NLT] 1 Since you have been raised to new life with Christ, set your sights on the realities of 

heaven, where Christ sits in the place of honor at God's right hand. 2 Think about the things of heaven, 

not the things of earth. 

When I was praying about my problems, I asked God for direction; but what I really wanted was an 

epiphany—for Him to just show me explicitly what my future would hold and tell me specifically what to 

do. But even then, I knew that this is not how God answers prayer. So, when I asked God for help, I 

was asking without actually believing that He would help me. 

[Jas 1:5-6 NLT] 5 If you need wisdom, ask our generous God, and he will give it to you. He will not 

rebuke you for asking. 6 But when you ask him, be sure that your faith is in God alone. Do not waver, 

for a person with divided loyalty is as unsettled as a wave of the sea that is blown and tossed by the 

wind. 

My future is secure in Christ (Ephesians 1:11-13). I do not have to accomplish anything in order for 

God to see me as worthy. In fact, there is nothing I can do to achieve worthiness in His eyes. But, I 

have already been made worthy to enter God’s presence by the blood of Jesus (Ephesians 2:8-10). I 

may not be able to see what lies ahead next on my road, but because of Christ’s work on the cross, I 

know exactly what awaits me at the end of it. 

https://realhopereallife.com/annas-story-fearing-the-future-and-finding-meaning/ 

________________________________________________ 

Text: [Ecc 12:5-7 KJV] 5 Also [when] they shall be afraid of [that which is] high, and fears [shall be] in 

the way, and the almond tree shall flourish, and the grasshopper shall be a burden, and desire shall 

fail: because man goeth to his long home, and the mourners go about the streets: 6 Or ever the silver 

cord be loosed, or the golden bowl be broken, or the pitcher be broken at the fountain, or the wheel 

broken at the cistern. 7 Then shall the dust return to the earth as it was: and the spirit shall return unto 

God who gave it. 

[Ecc 12:5-7 NLT] 5 Remember him before you become fearful of falling and worry about danger in the 

streets; before your hair turns white like an almond tree in bloom, and you drag along without energy 

like a dying grasshopper, and the caperberry no longer inspires sexual desire. Remember him before 



you near the grave, your everlasting home, when the mourners will weep at your funeral. 6 Yes, 

remember your Creator now while you are young, before the silver cord of life snaps and the golden 

bowl is broken. Don't wait until the water jar is smashed at the spring and the pulley is broken at the 

well. 7 For then the dust will return to the earth, and the spirit will return to God who gave it. 

God Puts Eternity in our hearts but we are limited to understand the Scope. 

[Ecc 3:11 KJV] 11 He hath made every [thing] beautiful in his time: also he hath set the world in their 

heart, so that no man can find out the work that God maketh from the beginning to the end. 

World (Olam) definition in this verse: long duration, antiquity, futurity 

[Gen 3:22 KJV] 22 And the LORD God said, Behold, the man is become as one of us, to know good 

and evil: and now, lest he put forth his hand, and take also of the tree of life, and eat, and live for ever: 

[Ecc 3:11 NLT] 11 Yet God has made everything beautiful for its own time. He has planted eternity in 

the human heart, but even so, people cannot see the whole scope of God's work from beginning to 

end. 

Revelation is the Rock: Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of the Living God. 

[Mat 16:16-18 KJV] 16 And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living 

God. 17 And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood 

hath not revealed [it] unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven. 18 And I say also unto thee, That 

thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. 

[Jhn 3:36 KJV] 36 He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not the Son 

shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him. 

[Jhn 5:24 KJV] 24 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent 

me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life. 

Pursue a growing relationship with the one who has the life. 

[Jhn 17:3 KJV] 3 And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, 

whom thou hast sent. 

[Jhn 6:47 KJV] 47 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me hath everlasting life. 

[1Jo 2:25 KJV] 25 And this is the promise that he hath promised us, [even] eternal life. 

God of the Living (“Am” not “Was”) 

[Mat 22:30-32 NLT] 30 For when the dead rise, they will neither marry nor be given in marriage. In this 

respect they will be like the angels in heaven. 31 "But now, as to whether there will be a resurrection of 

the dead--haven't you ever read about this in the Scriptures? Long after Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob 

had died, God said, 32 'I am the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.' So he is 

the God of the living, not the dead." 

The most profound aspect of eternal life. The realities of that life are all related to 

Jesus. 

[1Jo 5:11-13 KJV] 11 And this is the record, that God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in his 

Son. 12 He that hath the Son hath life; [and] he that hath not the Son of God hath not life. 13 These 



things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye 

have eternal life, and that ye may believe on the name of the Son of God. 

[1Jo 5:11-14 NLT] 11 And this is what God has testified: He has given us eternal life, and this life is in 

his Son. 12 Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have God's Son does not have life. 13 I 

have written this to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, so that you may know you have 

eternal life. 14 And we are confident that he hears us whenever we ask for anything that pleases him. 

[Jhn 11:23-25 KJV] 23 Jesus saith unto her, Thy brother shall rise again. 24 Martha saith unto him, I 

know that he shall rise again in the resurrection at the last day. 25 Jesus said unto her, I am the 

resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live: 

First Resurrection (A Category Not an Event) 

[Rev 20:6 KJV] 6 Blessed and holy [is] he that hath part in the first resurrection: on such the second 

death hath no power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand 

years. 

Jesus, Two Witnesses in Tribulation, and the Rapture 

[1Th 4:13-18 NLT] 13 And now, dear brothers and sisters, we want you to know what will happen to the 

believers who have died so you will not grieve like people who have no hope. 14 For since we believe 

that Jesus died and was raised to life again, we also believe that when Jesus returns, God will bring 

back with him the believers who have died. 15 We tell you this directly from the Lord: We who are still 

living when the Lord returns will not meet him ahead of those who have died. 16 For the Lord himself 

will come down from heaven with a commanding shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the 

trumpet call of God. First, the Christians who have died will rise from their graves. 17 Then, together 

with them, we who are still alive and remain on the earth will be caught up in the clouds to meet the 

Lord in the air. Then we will be with the Lord forever. 18 So encourage each other with these words. 

Book of Life 

[Dan 12:1 KJV] 1 And at that time shall Michael stand up, the great prince which standeth for the 

children of thy people: and there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since there was a nation 

[even] to that same time: and at that time thy people shall be delivered, every one that shall be found 

written in the book. 

No Fear of God Before Their Eyes 

[Psa 36:1 KJV] 1 [[To the chief Musician, [A Psalm] of David the servant of the LORD.]] The 

transgression of the wicked saith within my heart, [that there is] no fear of God before his eyes. 

[Rom 3:18 KJV] 18 There is no fear of God before their eyes. 

No honor given to God and No desire to Follow the Lord’s commands and Laws 

[Jhn 5:43-44 KJV] 43 I am come in my Father's name, and ye receive me not: if another shall come in 

his own name, him ye will receive. 44 How can ye believe, which receive honour one of another, and 

seek not the honour that [cometh] from God only? 

[Jhn 5:44 NLT] 44 No wonder you can't believe! For you gladly honor each other, but you don't care 

about the honor that comes from the one who alone is God. 

Unbelief in the Scriptures (Old Testament) Leads to Unbelief in Jesus. 



[Jhn 5:45-47 NLT] 45 "Yet it isn't I who will accuse you before the Father. Moses will accuse you! Yes, 

Moses, in whom you put your hopes. 46 If you really believed Moses, you would believe me, because 

he wrote about me. 47 But since you don't believe what he wrote, how will you believe what I say?" 

Blotted Out (Unbelief) 

[Psa 69:28 KJV] 28 Let them be blotted out of the book of the living, and not be written with the 

righteous. 

[Exo 32:31-33 KJV] 31 And Moses returned unto the LORD, and said, Oh, this people have sinned a 

great sin, and have made them gods of gold. 32 Yet now, if thou wilt forgive their sin--; and if not, blot 

me, I pray thee, out of thy book which thou hast written. 33 And the LORD said unto Moses, 

Whosoever hath sinned against me, him will I blot out of my book. 

Second Resurrection and Death 

[Rev 20:6, 11-15 KJV] 6 Blessed and holy [is] he that hath part in the first resurrection: on such the 

second death hath no power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with him a 

thousand years. ... 11 And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, from whose face the earth 

and the heaven fled away; and there was found no place for them. 12 And I saw the dead, small and 

great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and another book was opened, which is [the 

book] of life: and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the books, according 

to their works. 13 And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell delivered up the 

dead which were in them: and they were judged every man according to their works. 14 And death and 

hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. 15 And whosoever was not found written in 

the book of life was cast into the lake of fire. 

Resurrection of Damnation 

[Jhn 5:28-29 KJV] 28 Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all that are in the graves 

shall hear his voice, 29 And shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life; 

and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation. 

Promises 

[Psa 139:17-18 KJV] 17 How precious also are thy thoughts unto me, O God! how great is the sum of 

them! 18 [If] I should count them, they are more in number than the sand: when I awake, I am still with 

thee. 


