Introduction

Living a Lie is Confusing, Complicated, and Deadly.

Jewish Religious Leaders were and many today are living a lie.
When confronted with the Truth, the lie is exposed.

Eight Woes of Lying Religion

The Word of God Exposes Lies

Know the truth and Expose the Lie through God’s Word.

Our Text:

[Col 2:8 KJV] 8 Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition
of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ.

[Col 2:8 NLT] 8 Don't let anyone capture you with empty philosophies and high-sounding nonsense
that come from human thinking and from the spiritual powers of this world, rather than from Christ.

[Pro 12:22 KJV] 22 Lying lips [are] abomination to the LORD: but they that deal truly [are] his delight.
Living a Lie is Confusing, Complicated, and Deadly.

Believing a lie leads to real problems.

[Gen 3:4-5 KJV 4 And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die: 5 For God doth
know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods,
knowing good and evil.

[Gen 2:9 KJV] 9 And out of the ground made the LORD God to grow every tree that is pleasant to the
sight, and good for food; the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of knowledge of
good and evil.

[Gen 2:16-17 KJV] 16 And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden
thou mayest freely eat: 17 But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it:
for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.

[Gen 2:16-17 NLT] 16 But the LORD God warned him, "You may freely eat the fruit of every tree in
the garden-- 17 except the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. If you eat its fruit, you are sure to
die."

The First Lie Exposed and Spiritual Death Occurred.

[Gen 3:8-11 KJV] 8 And they heard the voice of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of
the day: and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God amongst the
trees of the garden. 9 And the LORD God called unto Adam, and said unto him, Where [art] thou? 10
And he said, | heard thy voice in the garden, and | was afraid, because | [was] naked; and | hid
myself. 11 And he said, Who told thee that thou [wast] naked? Hast thou eaten of the tree, whereof |
commanded thee that thou shouldest not eat?

Humanity is spiritually dead until Christ raises us.



[Eph 2:1-5 KJV] 1 And you [hath he quickened], who were dead in trespasses and sins; 2 Wherein in
time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the
air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience: 3 Among whom also we all had our
conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind;
and were by nature the children of wrath, even as others. 4 But God, who is rich in mercy, for his
great love wherewith he loved us, 5 Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together
with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;)

[Eph 2:1-5 NLT] 1 Once you were dead because of your disobedience and your many sins. 2 You
used to live in sin, just like the rest of the world, obeying the devil--the commander of the powers in
the unseen world. He is the spirit at work in the hearts of those who refuse to obey God. 3 All of us
used to live that way, following the passionate desires and inclinations of our sinful nature. By our
very nature we were subject to God's anger, just like everyone else. 4 But God is so rich in mercy,
and he loved us so much, 5 that even though we were dead because of our sins, he gave us life
when he raised Christ from the dead. (It is only by God's grace that you have been saved!)

How Many are Living a Lie?

Parent Training

[Pro 22:6 KJV] 6 Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from
it.

[Pro 22:6 NLT] 6 Direct your children onto the right path, and when they are older, they will not leave
it.

Principle: a fundamental truth or proposition that serves as the foundation for a system of belief or
behavior or for a chain of reasoning.

A promise is a commitment by someone to do or not do something.
What About Solomon, Samuel’s Sons?

A prophet believes a lie and dies for it

God sent the prophet to Give a message to Jeroboam

[1Ki 13:8-10 NLT] 8 But the man of God said to the king, "Even if you gave me half of everything you
own, | would not go with you. | would not eat or drink anything in this place. 9 For the LORD gave me
this command: "You must not eat or drink anything while you are there, and do not return to Judah by
the same way you came." 10 So he left Bethel and went home another way.

1 Kings:13:15 Then he said to the man of God, “Come home with me and eat some food.”

1 Kings 13:16 “No, | cannot,” he replied. “I am not allowed to eat or drink anything here in this place.
17 For the Lord gave me this command: ‘You must not eat or drink anything while you are there, and
do not return to Judah by the same way you came.”

18 But the old prophet answered, “I am a prophet, too, just as you are. And an angel gave me this
command from the Lord: ‘Bring him home with you so he can have something to eat and drink.” But
the old man was lying to him. 19 So they went back together, and the man of God ate and drank at
the prophet’s home.



20 Then while they were sitting at the table, a command from the Lord came to the old prophet. 21 He
cried out to the man of God from Judah, “This is what the Lord says: You have defied the word of the
Lord and have disobeyed the command the Lord your God gave you. 22 You came back to this place
and ate and drank where he told you not to eat or drink. Because of this, your body will not be buried
in the grave of your ancestors.”

Jewish Religious Leaders were and some are still living a lie.

Jesus Told the multitude to observe and do what the Religious Leaders were
teaching but ...

[Mat 23:2-7 NLT] 2 "The teachers of religious law and the Pharisees are the official interpreters of the
law of Moses. 3 So practice and obey whatever they tell you, but don't follow their example. For they
don't practice what they teach. 4 They crush people with unbearable religious demands and never lift
a finger to ease the burden. 5 "Everything they do is for show. On their arms they wear extra wide
prayer boxes with Scripture verses inside, and they wear robes with extra long tassels. 6 And they
love to sit at the head table at banquets and in the seats of honor in the synagogues. 7 They love to
receive respectful greetings as they walk in the marketplaces, and to be called 'Rabbi.’

Eight Woes of Lying Religion (a primary exclamation of grief)

Block the Way to the Truth

[Mat 23:13 KJV] 13 But woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye shut up the kingdom
of heaven against men: for ye neither go in [yourselves], neither suffer ye them that are entering to go
in.

Take advantage of the Widows and the poor

[Mat 23:14 KJV] 14 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye devour widows' houses,
and for a pretence make long prayer: therefore ye shall receive the greater damnation.

Have a Zeal for the wrong type of Evangelism (Romans 10:2)

[Mat 23:15 KJV] 15 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye compass sea and land to
make one proselyte, and when he is made, ye make him twofold more the child of hell than
yourselves.

Blind leaders. They focus on the lie rather than truth.

[Mat 23:16 KJV] 16 Woe unto you, [ye] blind guides, which say, Whosoever shall swear by the
temple, it is nothing; but whosoever shall swear by the gold of the temple, he is a debtor!

Follow small religious requirements but Avoid weightier matters of the Law

[Mat 23:23 KJV] 23 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye pay tithe of mint and
anise and cummin, and have omitted the weightier [matters] of the law, judgment, mercy, and faith:
these ought ye to have done, and not to leave the other undone.

Clean the outside but neglect the inside.

[Mat 23:25 KJV] 25 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye make clean the outside
of the cup and of the platter, but within they are full of extortion and excess.



Look awesome on the outside but are dead on the inside.

[Mat 23:27 KJV] 27 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye are like unto whited
sepulchres, which indeed appear beautiful outward, but are within full of dead [men's] bones, and of
all uncleanness.

Honor Dead Saints their Ancestors Killed but Murder Living Prophets.

[Mat 23:29 KJV] 29 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! because ye build the tombs of
the prophets, and garnish the sepulchres of the righteous,

The Word of God Exposes Lies

Steven started way back to the time of Abraham to expose the lie the religious
leaders were living.

Acts 7:51 Ye stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart and ears, ye do always resist the Holy Ghost: as
your fathers [did], so [do] ye. 52 Which of the prophets have not your fathers persecuted? and they
have slain them which shewed before of the coming of the Just One; of whom ye have been now the
betrayers and murderers: 53 Who have received the law by the disposition of angels, and have not
kept [it].

[Act 7:51-53 NLT] 51 "You stubborn people! You are heathen at heart and deaf to the truth. Must you
forever resist the Holy Spirit? That's what your ancestors did, and so do you! 52 Name one prophet
your ancestors didn't persecute! They even killed the ones who predicted the coming of the Righteous
One--the Messiah whom you betrayed and murdered. 53 You deliberately disobeyed God's law, even
though you received it from the hands of angels."

Know the truth, Know Jesus.

A Promise to the Thirsty

[Jhn 7:37 NLT] 37 On the last day, the climax of the festival, Jesus stood and shouted to the crowds,
"Anyone who is thirsty may come to me!

[Jhn 7:37 KJV] 37 In the last day, that great [day] of the feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any
man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink.

[Mat 5:6 KJV] 6 Blessed [are] they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be
filled.

Many Today Prefer to Believe a Lie

[Jhn 7:38-43 NLT] 38 Anyone who believes in me may come and drink! For the Scriptures declare,
'Rivers of living water will flow from his heart." 39 (When he said "living water," he was speaking of
the Spirit, who would be given to everyone believing in him. But the Spirit had not yet been given,
because Jesus had not yet entered into his glory.) 40 When the crowds heard him say this, some of
them declared, "Surely this man is the Prophet we've been expecting." 41 Others said, "He is the
Messiah." Still others said, "But he can't be! Will the Messiah come from Galilee? 42 For the
Scriptures clearly state that the Messiah will be born of the royal line of David, in Bethlehem, the
village where King David was born." 43 So the crowd was divided about him.



