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What if these Men and Women didn’t pray?

No person is greater than his or her prayer life.
Jesus had a great prayer life.

[Act 2:22 KJV] 22 Ye men of Israel, hear these words; Jesus of Nazareth, a man approved of God
among you by miracles and wonders and signs, which God did by him in the midst of you, as ye
yourselves also know:

[Act 2:22 NLT] 22 "People of Israel, listen! God publicly endorsed Jesus the Nazarene by doing
powerful miracles, wonders, and signs through him, as you well know.

What are you missing from God by not praying as you should? How is the
church being affected by our lack of prayer?

Text: [Luk 6:12 KJV] 12 And it came to pass in those days, that he went out into a mountain to pray,
and continued all night in prayer to God.

The ministry of preaching is open to few but the ministry of prayer is the highest ministry of all human
offices and open to all.

Do we Pray as we should?

Ravenhill says: Ministers who do not spend two hours a day in prayer are not worth a dime a
dozen, degrees or no degrees.

The pastor who is not praying is playing. The people who are not praying are straying.

[Eph 6:18 KJV] 18 Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching
thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints;

Hear from God through Prayer. A Cell Phone Example

[Gal 3:5 KJV] 5 He therefore that ministereth to you the Spirit, and worketh miracles among you,
[doeth he it] by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith?

[Gal 3:5 NLT] 5 | ask you again, does God give you the Holy Spirit and work miracles among you
because you obey the law? Of course not! It is because you believe the message you heard about
Christ.

How should we Pray

Keep Asking, Keep Seeking, Keep Knocking



[Luk 11:9 NLT] 9 "And so | tell you, keep on asking, and you will receive what you ask for. Keep on
seeking, and you will find. Keep on knocking, and the door will be opened to you.

Jesus taught his disciples to pray. We must understand, praying is a spiritual
weapon

[Luk 11:1 NLT] 1 Once Jesus was in a certain place praying. As he finished, one of his disciples came
to him and said, "Lord, teach us to pray, just as John taught his disciples."

[Mat 6:5-8 NLT] 5 "When you pray, don't be like the hypocrites who love to pray publicly on street
corners and in the synagogues where everyone can see them. | tell you the truth, that is all the
reward they will ever get. 6 But when you pray, go away by yourself, shut the door behind you, and
pray to your Father in private. Then your Father, who sees everything, will reward you. 7 "When you
pray, don't babble on and on as people of other religions do. They think their prayers are answered
merely by repeating their words again and again. 8 Don't be like them, for your Father knows exactly
what you need even before you ask him!

[Mat 6:9-15 KJV] 9 After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be
thy name. 10 Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as [it is] in heaven. 11 Give us this day
our daily bread. 12 And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 13 And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever.
Amen.

[Luk 11:1, 5-8 NLT] 1 Once Jesus was in a certain place praying. As he finished, one of his disciples
came to him and said, "Lord, teach us to pray, just as John taught his disciples." ... 5 Then, teaching
them more about prayer, he used this story: "Suppose you went to a friend's house at midnight,
wanting to borrow three loaves of bread. You say to him, 6 'A friend of mine has just arrived for a visit,
and | have nothing for him to eat.' 7 And suppose he calls out from his bedroom, 'Don't bother me.
The door is locked for the night, and my family and | are all in bed. | can't help you.' 8 But | tell you
this--though he won't do it for friendship's sake, if you keep knocking long enough, he will get up and
give you whatever you need because of your shameless persistence.

Through the eyes of prayer

[Mar 10:51 KJV] 51 And Jesus answered and said unto him, What wilt thou that | should do unto
thee? The blind man said unto him, Lord, that | might receive my sight.

Let us too pray for spiritual sight — upward, inward, and outward!

When to Pray

Victory is not won in the pulpit by firing intellectual bullets or wisecracks, but in the prayer closet: it is
won or lost before the preacher’s foot enters the pulpit.

[Psa 55:17 KJV] 17 Evening, and morning, and at noon, will | pray, and cry aloud: and he shall hear
my voice.

Now is the time to pray.

It may be Satan has little cause to fear most preaching. Yet past experiences sting him to rally all his
infernal army to fight against God’s people praying.

Why Pray?



The two prerequisites to successful Christian living are vision and passion, both of which are born in
and maintained by prayer.

A sinning man will stop praying but a praying man will stop sinning.
Prayer is to the believer what capital is to the business man.

... because the Church has lost the Holy Ghost fire, men go to hell-fire!
We are in a War

[2Co 10:3-5 KJV] 3 For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh: 4 (For the weapons
of our warfare [are] not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds;) 5 Casting
down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and
bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ;

[Eph 6:12 KJV] 12 For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against
powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high [places].

God Hears our prayers and is delighted with our prayers
[Psa 65:2 KJV] 2 O thou that hearest prayer, unto thee shall all flesh come.

[Pro 15:8 KJV] 8 The sacrifice of the wicked [is] an abomination to the LORD: but the prayer of the
upright [is] his delight.

If you don’t ask for anything, you probably won’t get it.

[Jas 4:2 KJV] 2 Ye lust, and have not: ye kill, and desire to have, and cannot obtain: ye fight and war,
yet ye have not, because ye ask not.

Team up with God

[Heb 2:2-4 KJV] 2 For if the word spoken by angels was stedfast, and every transgression and
disobedience received a just recompence of reward; 3 How shall we escape, if we neglect so great
salvation; which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them that
heard [him]; 4 God also bearing [them] witness, both with signs and wonders, and with divers
miracles, and gifts of the Holy Ghost, according to his own will?

What if these Men and Women didn’t pray often?

Hannah (Elkanah Hannah and Peninnah) - [1Sa 1:10-13 KJV] 10 And she [was] in bitterness of soul,
and prayed unto the LORD, and wept sore. 11 And she vowed a vow, and said, O LORD of hosts, if
thou wilt indeed look on the affliction of thine handmaid, and remember me, and not forget thine
handmaid, but wilt give unto thine handmaid a man child, then | will give him unto the LORD all the
days of his life, and there shall no razor come upon his head. 12 And it came to pass, as she
continued praying before the LORD, that Eli marked her mouth. 13 Now Hannah, she spake in her
heart; only her lips moved, but her voice was not heard: therefore Eli thought she had been drunken.

Cornelius - [Act 10:1-6 KJV] 1 There was a certain man in Caesarea called Cornelius, a centurion of
the band called the Italian [band], 2 [A] devout [man], and one that feared God with all his house,
which gave much alms to the people, and prayed to God alway. 3 He saw in a vision evidently about
the ninth hour of the day an angel of God coming in to him, and saying unto him, Cornelius. 4 And
when he looked on him, he was afraid, and said, What is it, Lord? And he said unto him, Thy prayers



and thine alms are come up for a memorial before God. 5 And now send men to Joppa, and call for
[one] Simon, whose surname is Peter: 6 He lodgeth with one Simon a tanner, whose house is by the
sea side: he shall tell thee what thou oughtest to do.

Peter - [Act 10:9-16 KJV] 9 On the morrow, as they went on their journey, and drew nigh unto the city,
Peter went up upon the housetop to pray about the sixth hour: 10 And he became very hungry, and
would have eaten: but while they made ready, he fell into a trance, 11 And saw heaven opened, and a
certain vessel descending unto him, as it had been a great sheet knit at the four corners, and let
down to the earth: 12 Wherein were all manner of fourfooted beasts of the earth, and wild beasts, and
creeping things, and fowls of the air. 13 And there came a voice to him, Rise, Peter; kill, and eat. 14
But Peter said, Not so, Lord; for | have never eaten any thing that is common or unclean. 15 And the
voice [spake] unto him again the second time, What God hath cleansed, [that] call not thou common.
16 This was done thrice: and the vessel was received up again into heaven.

Ananias and Paul- [Act 9:10-12 KJV] 10 And there was a certain disciple at Damascus, named
Ananias; and to him said the Lord in a vision, Ananias. And he said, Behold, | [am here], Lord. 11 And
the Lord [said] unto him, Arise, and go into the street which is called Straight, and enquire in the
house of Judas for [one] called Saul, of Tarsus: for, behold, he prayeth, 12 And hath seen in a vision a
man named Ananias coming in, and putting [his] hand on him, that he might receive his sight.

Paul - [2Co 12:1-6 NLT] 1 This boasting will do no good, but | must go on. | will reluctantly tell about
visions and revelations from the Lord. 2 | was caught up to the third heaven fourteen years ago.
Whether | was in my body or out of my body, | don't know--only God knows. 3 Yes, only God knows
whether | was in my body or outside my body. But | do know 4 that | was caught up to paradise and
heard things so astounding that they cannot be expressed in words, things no human is allowed to
tell. 5 That experience is worth boasting about, but I'm not going to do it. | will boast only about my
weaknesses. 6 If | wanted to boast, | would be no fool in doing so, because | would be telling the
truth. But | won't do it, because | don't want anyone to give me credit beyond what they can see in my
life or hear in my message,



