
Job’s Friends’ Perspectives



Introduction

 What do you say to one who is hurting?

 What do you NOT say to one who is hurting?

 What are wrong conclusions based upon?



Eliphaz Speaks

 It Must Be Your Sin

 What must conclusions be based upon?

 [Job 4:1-8, 18 KJV] 1 Then Eliphaz the Temanite answered and said, 2 [If] we assay to 
commune with thee, wilt thou be grieved? but who can withhold himself from speaking? 3 
Behold, thou hast instructed many, and thou hast strengthened the weak hands. 4 Thy 
words have upholden him that was falling, and thou hast strengthened the feeble knees. 5 
But now it is come upon thee, and thou faintest; it toucheth thee, and thou art troubled. 6 
[Is] not [this] thy fear, thy confidence, thy hope, and the uprightness of thy ways? 7 
Remember, I pray thee, who [ever] perished, being innocent? or where were the righteous 
cut off? 8 Even as I have seen, they that plow iniquity, and sow wickedness, reap the 
same. ... 18 Behold, he put no trust in his servants; and his angels he charged with folly: 19 
How much less [in] them that dwell in houses of clay, whose foundation [is] in the dust, 
[which] are crushed before the moth? 20 They are destroyed from morning to evening: 
they perish for ever without any regarding [it]. 21 Doth not their excellency [which is] in 
them go away? they die, even without wisdom.



Eliphaz Speaks

 It Must Be God’s Discipline

 Making a wrong conclusion offers only confusion!

 [Job 5:8-18 KJV] 8 I would seek unto God, and unto God would I commit my 
cause: 9 Which doeth great things and unsearchable; marvellous things without 
number: 10 Who giveth rain upon the earth, and sendeth waters upon the fields: 
11 To set up on high those that be low; that those which mourn may be exalted 
to safety. 12 He disappointeth the devices of the crafty, so that their hands 
cannot perform [their] enterprise. 13 He taketh the wise in their own craftiness: 
and the counsel of the froward is carried headlong. 14 They meet with darkness 
in the daytime, and grope in the noonday as in the night. 15 But he saveth the 
poor from the sword, from their mouth, and from the hand of the mighty. 16 So 
the poor hath hope, and iniquity stoppeth her mouth. 17 Behold, happy [is] the 
man whom God correcteth: therefore despise not thou the chastening of the 
Almighty: 18 For he maketh sore, and bindeth up: he woundeth, and his hands 
make whole.



Bildad Speaks

 Look to God and the Past

 Terrible things happen as a result of sin. Sometimes terrible things just happen.

 [Job 8:1-22 KJV] 1 Then answered Bildad the Shuhite, and said, 2 How long wilt 
thou speak these [things]? and [how long shall] the words of thy mouth [be like] 
a strong wind? 3 Doth God pervert judgment? or doth the Almighty pervert 
justice? 4 If thy children have sinned against him, and he have cast them away 
for their transgression; 5 If thou wouldest seek unto God betimes, and make thy 
supplication to the Almighty; 6 If thou [wert] pure and upright; surely now he 
would awake for thee, and make the habitation of thy righteousness 
prosperous. 7 Though thy beginning was small, yet thy latter end should greatly 
increase. 8 For enquire, I pray thee, of the former age, and prepare thyself to 
the search of their fathers: 9 (For we [are but of] yesterday, and know nothing, 
because our days upon earth [are] a shadow:) 10 Shall not they teach thee, 
[and] tell thee, and utter words out of their heart? 



Bildad Speaks

 Look to Nature and Repent

 Using the right words in the wrong way does more harm than good.

 11 Can the rush grow up without mire? can the flag grow without water? 12 
Whilst it [is] yet in his greenness, [and] not cut down, it withereth before any 
[other] herb. 13 So [are] the paths of all that forget God; and the hypocrite's 
hope shall perish: 14 Whose hope shall be cut off, and whose trust [shall be] a 
spider's web. 15 He shall lean upon his house, but it shall not stand: he shall hold 
it fast, but it shall not endure. 16 He [is] green before the sun, and his branch 
shooteth forth in his garden. 17 His roots are wrapped about the heap, [and] 
seeth the place of stones. 18 If he destroy him from his place, then [it] shall deny 
him, [saying], I have not seen thee. 19 Behold, this [is] the joy of his way, and out 
of the earth shall others grow. 20 Behold, God will not cast away a perfect 
[man], neither will he help the evil doers: 21 Till he fill thy mouth with laughing, 
and thy lips with rejoicing. 22 They that hate thee shall be clothed with shame; 
and the dwelling place of the wicked shall come to nought.



Zophar Speaks

 Guilty and Ignorant

 Putting the right words in the wrong place again.

 [Job 11:1-20 KJV] 1 Then answered Zophar the Naamathite, and said, 2 Should 
not the multitude of words be answered? and should a man full of talk be 
justified? 3 Should thy lies make men hold their peace? and when thou 
mockest, shall no man make thee ashamed? 4 For thou hast said, My doctrine 
[is] pure, and I am clean in thine eyes. 5 But oh that God would speak, and 
open his lips against thee; 6 And that he would shew thee the secrets of 
wisdom, that [they are] double to that which is! Know therefore that God 
exacteth of thee [less] than thine iniquity [deserveth]. 7 Canst thou by searching 
find out God? canst thou find out the Almighty unto perfection? 8 [It is] as high 
as heaven; what canst thou do? deeper than hell; what canst thou know? 9 The 
measure thereof [is] longer than the earth, and broader than the sea. 10 If he 
cut off, and shut up, or gather together, then who can hinder him? 11 For he 
knoweth vain men: he seeth wickedness also; will he not then consider [it]? 12 
For vain man would be wise, though man be born [like] a wild ass's colt. 



Zophar Speaks

 Sinful

 Failing to recognize the righteous do suffer is a sin.

 13 If thou prepare thine heart, and stretch out thine hands toward him; 14 If 
iniquity [be] in thine hand, put it far away, and let not wickedness dwell in 
thy tabernacles. 15 For then shalt thou lift up thy face without spot; yea, 
thou shalt be stedfast, and shalt not fear: 16 Because thou shalt forget [thy] 
misery, [and] remember [it] as waters [that] pass away: 17 And [thine] age 
shall be clearer than the noonday; thou shalt shine forth, thou shalt be as 
the morning. 18 And thou shalt be secure, because there is hope; yea, thou 
shalt dig [about thee, and] thou shalt take thy rest in safety. 19 Also thou 
shalt lie down, and none shall make [thee] afraid; yea, many shall make 
suit unto thee. 20 But the eyes of the wicked shall fail, and they shall not 
escape, and their hope [shall be as] the giving up of the ghost.




