Abraham: Generous and Strong
Abram – exalted father; Abraham – father of many
Doubt is a feeling of uncertainty. Unbelief is an absence of faith. Faith is the substance of
things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. (Complete trust or confidence in
something or someone.)
[Gal 3:6-9 KJV] 6 Even as Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for
righteousness. 7 Know ye therefore that they which are of faith, the same are the children of
Abraham. 8 And the scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the heathen through faith,
preached before the gospel unto Abraham, [saying], In thee shall all nations be blessed. 9 So
then they which be of faith are blessed with faithful Abraham.

Chuck Smith: In chapter twelve, we find that Abraham had gone down into Egypt because of
the famine. And there as the result of a lack of faith and trust in God to take care of him, he had
Sarai pass herself off as his sister. But God brought a plague upon the Egyptians because the
Pharaoh had more or less taken her into his harem and he rebuked Abraham for the deception
and ordered his men to allow Abraham to travel freely. And it seems that God seeks to call us
back to that place of our beginning, the beginning of our faith, the beginning of our devotion, the
beginning of that excitement of knowing God and walking with God. Sometimes we begin to
take things for granted.

Unselfish Act of Deference: [Gen 13:1-18 KJV] 1 And Abram went up out of Egypt, he,
and his wife, and all that he had, and Lot with him, into the south. 2 And Abram [was] very rich
in cattle, in silver, and in gold. 3 And he went on his journeys from the south even to Bethel,
unto the place where his tent had been at the beginning, between Bethel and Hai; 4 Unto the
place of the altar, which he had made there at the first: and there Abram called on the name of
the LORD. 5 And Lot also, which went with Abram, had flocks, and herds, and tents. 6 And the
land was not able to bear them, that they might dwell together: for their substance was great, so
that they could not dwell together. 7 And there was a strife between the herdmen of Abram's
cattle and the herdmen of Lot's cattle: and the Canaanite and the Perizzite dwelled then in
the land. 8 And Abram said unto Lot, Let there be no strife, I pray thee, between me and
thee, and between my herdmen and thy herdmen; for we [be] brethren. 9 [Is] not the whole
land before thee? separate thyself, I pray thee, from me: if [thou wilt take] the left hand,
then I will go to the right; or if [thou depart] to the right hand, then I will go to the left. 10
And Lot lifted up his eyes, and beheld all the plain of Jordan, that it [was] well watered every
where, before the LORD destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah, [even] as the garden of the LORD,
like the land of Egypt, as thou comest unto Zoar. 11 Then Lot chose him all the plain of Jordan;
and Lot journeyed east: and they separated themselves the one from the other. 12 Abram dwelled
in the land of Canaan, and Lot dwelled in the cities of the plain, and pitched [his] tent toward
Sodom. 13 But the men of Sodom [were] wicked and sinners before the LORD exceedingly.

Chuck Smith: My ambition is to someday ride the rapids either in the Grand Canyon or up in
Idaho. I just would love to get on a raft and go down the rapids. I think it would be a-I'm just
looking forward to someday doing that, either now or in the millennium but someday I'm going
to ride the rapids. But there are rapids that I have no desire to ride and those are the rapids above
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Niagara Falls. Now I don't doubt, but what they're just as exciting as the Grand Canyon or any
other rapids you might ride, but I don't like where it is.

Divine Covenant: 14 And the LORD said unto Abram, after that Lot was separated from
him, Lift up now thine eyes, and look from the place where thou art northward, and southward,
and eastward, and westward: 15 For all the land which thou seest, to thee will I give it, and to thy
seed for ever. 16 And I will make thy seed as the dust of the earth: so that if a man can number
the dust of the earth, [then] shall thy seed also be numbered. 17 Arise, walk through the land in
the length of it and in the breadth of it; for I will give it unto thee. 18 Then Abram removed [his]
tent, and came and dwelt in the plain of Mamre, which [is] in Hebron, and built there an altar
unto the LORD.

Rescue and Blessing: [Gen 14:8-24 KJV] 8 And there went out the king of Sodom, and the
king of Gomorrah, and the king of Admah, and the king of Zeboiim, and the king of Bela (the
same [is] Zoar;) and they joined battle with them in the vale of Siddim; 9 With Chedorlaomer the
king of Elam, and with Tidal king of nations, and Amraphel king of Shinar, and Arioch king of
Ellasar; four kings with five. 10 And the vale of Siddim [was full of] slimepits; and the kings of
Sodom and Gomorrah fled, and fell there; and they that remained fled to the mountain. 11 And
they took all the goods of Sodom and Gomorrah, and all their victuals, and went their way. 12
And they took Lot, Abram's brother's son, who dwelt in Sodom, and his goods, and departed. 13
And there came one that had escaped, and told Abram the Hebrew; for he dwelt in the plain of
Mamre the Amorite, brother of Eshcol, and brother of Aner: and these [were] confederate with
Abram. 14 And when Abram heard that his brother was taken captive, he armed his
trained [servants], born in his own house, three hundred and eighteen, and pursued [them]
unto Dan. 15 And he divided himself against them, he and his servants, by night, and smote
them, and pursued them unto Hobah, which [is] on the left hand of Damascus. 16 And he
brought back all the goods, and also brought again his brother Lot, and his goods, and the
women also, and the people. 17 And the king of Sodom went out to meet him after his return
from the slaughter of Chedorlaomer, and of the kings that [were] with him, at the valley of
Shaveh, which [is] the king's dale. 18 And Melchizedek king of Salem brought forth bread
and wine: and he [was] the priest of the most high God. 19 And he blessed him, and said,
Blessed [be] Abram of the most high God, possessor of heaven and earth: 20 And blessed
be the most high God, which hath delivered thine enemies into thy hand. And he gave him
tithes of all. 21 And the king of Sodom said unto Abram, Give me the persons, and take the
goods to thyself. 22 And Abram said to the king of Sodom, I have lift up mine hand unto the
LORD, the most high God, the possessor of heaven and earth, 23 That I will not [take] from a
thread even to a shoelatchet, and that I will not take any thing that [is] thine, lest thou shouldest
say, I have made Abram rich: 24 Save only that which the young men have eaten, and the portion
of the men which went with me, Aner, Eshcol, and Mamre; let them take their portion.

